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Otonabee-South Monaghan has a rich history of sport, 
recreation and community events. For generations, the 
OMCC has served as a gathering place for community, 
friends and family to share experiences and make 
memories. Many of us have these memories, whether 
it is a Saturday night hockey game, a curling bonspiel, 
winning on bingo night, a beautiful summer wedding 
or a small family get together. Whatever the event, the 
constant has been the OMCC.

The generations that have come before us acknowledged 
this legacy of community and the role the OMCC plays. 
Now it is our turn.

We as a community need to come together, as we have 
done before, to breathe new life into the Otonabee-South 
Monaghan Memorial Community Centre. To ensure 
our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren 
have a place to share experiences and make memories 
just as we have.

I am proud to be a part of this great community and 
this great campaign.

Together, let’s build something to be proud of!

Sincerely,
Nick Powers

The Otonabee-South Monaghan Memorial 
Community Centre is the heart of our 

community.  A place where generations 
of the young and young-at-heart gather 
to play and celebrate.  Together we can 

build on this strong community tradition 
and revitalize OSM’s recreation facility for 

years to come.

 - Dave Nelson, Otonabee-South 
Monaghan Reeve



our history is strong

• The Keene Curling Club was organized in 1861 and is the third oldest club in Ontario.

• The OMCC was built in 1977, replacing the prior Memorial  arena built after World War II. 

• Boy’s hockey was first organized in 1938, senior hockey formed in 1946 and girls hockey 

began in 1973.

• Around 1921 softball became a very popular sport for both men and women. Teams were 

made up from the different communities such as Keene, Villiers, Lang, Indian River , 

Mathers Corners and Hiawatha First Nation.

• Minor lacrosse started in 1966. The first team consisted of kids from the communities of 

Keene, Lakefield, Hastings and Hiawatha First Nation.

where we’ve been. hockey

figure skating

ball diamond

curling club

fitness

lacrosse
community events

bingo

OSM Township works closely with 
community volunteers to provide recreational 
opportunities for our residents.  Planning and 
providing facilities that meet the needs of our 
community - now and in the future - is key. 

By redeveloping and expanding the Otonabee-
South Monaghan Memorial Community 

Centre, the municipality can offer a broad 
range of uses within an accessible, energy 
efficient and sustainable recreation centre.

 -Eleanor J. Rath, CAO/Director of Planning 
& Economic Development

The Otonabee-South Monaghan Memorial Community Centre was built in 1977 to replace an earlier 
Memorial Centre built after WWII in honour of our local veterans.   
 
Centrally located within the village of Keene, the OMCC provides a range of recreation facilities for 
our community, all under one roof.  While the building remains structurally sound, the time has come 
to refresh and expand our space to meet the growing and changing needs of the OSM community. 
 
By constructing in phases, the recreation facilities will remain open.  Work will be carried out between 
ice seasons. 
 
Phase 1 of our project is to replace the core infrastructure.  With assistance from both the federal and 
provincial governments, the Township will be replacing the old ice making equipment with a more 
efficient system.  In addition to using less hydro, this system is designed to service both the arena and 
curling rinks using a separate non-potable water source.  The arena floor will be completely rebuilt 
together with a new board system and benches.  The storage areas serving the arena and Keene Lions’ 
Club will be improved. Access to the stands will be opened up from both sides providing the option for 
a mini-rink play area.
 
Phase 2 of our project is to enhance and expand the public areas.  This will be achieved by reorganizing 
the internal space into a brighter, barrier free and more functional central lobby with accessible 
viewing area and public washrooms.   A players wing with larger and more dressing rooms will be 
created by reallocating the space currently used for curling.  An addition will then house the relocated 
curling rink and proposed fitness area.  The main entrance will be reoriented to face the parking lot 
with clear directional signage for visitors.   On the upper level, the Gold Room will continue to serve as 
a community gathering place for events with a renovated kitchen and hall. 
 
By re-investing in the OMCC structure and site, OSM is achieving its goal to deliver community 
services in an environmentally and fiscally responsible manner for current and future residents.

why is the revitalization needed?
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Keene Arena
Addition & Renovations

the
 pro

ject

To refresh and revitalize the OMCC as a community hub for 
recreation including curling, hockey, figure skating, lacrosse as well as 
community & special events by repurposing the available space and 
expanding the footprint of the building

To provide for more family-friendly and age-friendly activities with 
accessible facilities used by a broad range of community and user 
groups, year round (e.g. bingo, community events, curling, family 
functions, figure skating, fitness classes, hockey, lacrosse, meeting 
places – small, medium and large)

To engage the community in building and supporting a multi-
purpose recreational facility which meets OSM’s current and future 
needs

a community asset.

Projected Costs: $7M

Your support of the Otonabee-South Monaghan Memorial Community Centre will enable us to:

current.

future.
the impact of your gift.

• Serve as Otonabee-South Monaghan’s 
Community Hub for recreation

• Continue to provide programs and 
services to the community

• Allow our users to have an enhanced 
experience

• Meet the growing needs of our 
community

• Meet current code compliances

• Improved Main Entrance
• New Curling Rink
• Access Corridor - Public & Players
• Enlarged Lobby & Viewing Area for 

Ice Rink
• Improved Dressing Rooms
• Separated Referee Room
• Accessible Public Washrooms
• Upgraded Banquet Facilities
• Small Fitness or Weight Room
• Parking Lot Upgrades
• Improvements To Meet Current 

Code Compliance (Life Safety & 
Energy Efficiency)

• Staffing Considerations



Our Fundraising Team
Nick Powers, Chair
Denise Harper
Dennis Hannah, OSM Council Rep
Janet Dawson
Kari Talbot
Katie Ronan
Keith Beasley
Lisa Fertile
Nikki Nelson

OSM Staff Resources
Eleanor J. Rath, CAO
Theresa Forson, Administration
Tom Kempt, Arena and 
Recreation Manager

20 Third St
PO Box 70

Keene, Ontario, K0L 2G0

Phone. 705-295-6852

http://www.osmtownship.ca

contact us:

Otonabee Minor Hockey is committed to supporting 
fundraising activities for the revitalization project. A 

renovated facility will go a long way to helping reinvigorate 
the OSM hockey program and encourage more children to 
participate in our programs.  A modernized facility that 

meets the needs of all participants and spectators can regain 
its place as a cornerstone in our community. 

– Craig Ferguson, VP-Otonabee Minor Hockey Association

North Shore Public School enjoys and continues to enjoy the use of 
Otonabee-South Monaghan Community Centre on a regular basis. We 
find the use and proximity of the Community Centre to be excellent in 

enhancing our programs for the students. We fully endorse the use of the 
space and any improvements they wish to make as they continually add to 

the programming that we can provide. 
– Susan Matthews, Principal-North Shore P.S.


