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The Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan Kick’s Off  
Canada 150+ Celebrations with  

$500,000 Ontario150 - Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant Announcement  
for Otonabee Memorial Community Centre Revitalization Project 

 

With over 200 residents in attendance, the Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan announced its plans 

for celebrating Canada’s 150+ years as a nation at a community event on Saturday, May 6, 2017. A  

Community Barbeque followed hosted by Minor Hockey Volunteers.  The occasion served as the official 

public launch of a significant community fundraising campaign to revitalize phase two 2 of the Otonabee-

South Monaghan Memorial Community Centre (OMCC), the heart of this community.   

Local MPP Jeff Leal and Ontario Trillium Representative, Dr. Ramesh Makhija, were in attendance to 

congratulate the Township on receiving a significant boost ($500,000) to the first phase of the OSM 

community centre’s revitalization project, thanks to the Ontario150 Community Capital Program grant. 

MP, Northumberland-Peterborough South, Kim Rudd, MP was also in attendance to acknowledge use of 

Federal Gas Tax Funding for this phase one of this project. ($202,485)  

Minor Hockey President Gus Bolin, Tom Kempt Arena Manager and Melissa Hewitt Canada 150+ Intern, 

presented the Dean Hewitt Memorial Award to OSM Township residents Marty and Karen Kempt. The 

Dean Hewitt Memorial Award is presented annually to Otonabee community members who exemplify the 

qualities Dean brought to local sports and community groups.  

The OMCC was built in 1977 to replace an earlier Memorial Centre built after WWII in honour of local 

veterans. Centrally located in Keene, the OMCC provides a range of recreation facilities for the 

community.  The OMCC Revitalization Project is a two-phased project with Phase 1 focused on replacing 

core infrastructure. With the assistance of both federal and provincial governments, the Township is 

replacing the old ice making equipment with a more efficient system. Using less hydro, this system is 

designed to serve both the arena and curling rinks. The arena floor will be completely rebuilt together 

with a new board system and benches. The storage areas serving the arena and Keene Lions’ Club will be 

improved. Access to the stands will be opened up from both sides providing the option for a mini-rink play 

area.    
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“The Otonabee-South Monaghan Memorial Community Centre is the hub of our community. 

It is a place where generations gather to play and celebrate. We are grateful for the funds 

received through the Ontario 150 Community Capital Program and Federal Gas Tax Fund as 

we get started on the significant revitalization at the heart of this community.” – Dave 

Nelson, Reeve, Otonabee-South Monaghan Township 

“The Government of Canada recognizes that investments in recreational infrastructure helps 

communities come together and stay active. Strategic investments in recreational 

infrastructure—including funding for community centres—play a key role in supporting 

dynamic communities while creating good jobs that help grow the middle class. The 

predictable and flexible federal Gas Tax Fund allows municipalities like the Township of 

Otonabee South Monaghan to invest in important projects like the Otonabee Memorial 

Community Centre Revitalization project.” - Member of Parliament for Northumberland—

Peterborough South and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources 

Phase 2 of the project is to enhance and expand the public areas. This will be achieved by reorganizing 

the internal space into a brighter, barrier free and more functional central lobby with accessible viewing 

area and public washrooms. A player’s wing with larger and more dressing rooms will be created by 

relocating the space currently used for curling. An addition will house the relocated curling rink and 

proposed fitness area. The main entrance will be reoriented to face the parking lot with clear directional 

signage for visitors. On the upper level, the Gold Room will continue to serve as a community gathering 

place for events with a renovated kitchen and hall. Phase 2 is anticipated to be funded through grants and 

a major community based Capital Campaign. 

 “Otonabee-South Monaghan has a rich history of sport, recreation and community events. 

For generations, our Community Centre has served as a gathering place for community, 

friends and family to share experiences and make memories. The generous support of the 

Ontario Trillium Foundation will allow us to continue to build those shared experiences and 

create new memories for generations to come. I am proud to be part of this great community, 

this important campaign and thankful to the Ontario Trillium Foundation.” – Nick Powers, 

Chair, Otonabee-South Monaghan Memorial Community Centre Building and Fundraising 

Committee 

The Township will be joining communities across the country to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of 

Confederation.  This celebratory year will bring together community members and visitors to experience 

OSM’s rich heritage, culture, local foods, agriculture and music!  

Among the Canada 150+ events to be hosted by Community Partners and the Township in 2017 are: 

 Cordwood Children’s Bonspiel  - March 25, 2017 Hosted by Keene Lions Club 

 OSM’s Canada 150+ Tulips in Bloom Ceremony – May 9, 2017 Hosted by OSM Township  

 Canada 150+ Varity Show – June 24, 2017 – Hosted by Keene United Church  
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 Canada Day Parade and Celebrations – July 1, 2017 – Hosted by OSM Township Fire Services  

 Celtic Folk Fest – August 25 & 26 2017 – Hosted by Donnell Leahy, Natalie McMaster, Paschal 

McCloskey & OSM Township  

 Farms, Fields and Foods Tour – September 10, 2017 – Hosted by OSM Township 

 Traditional County Fair – September 24, 2017 – Hosted by Ptbo County Municipalities and First 

Nations  

 Keene Pumpkin Festival – October 14, 2017 – Hosted by Keene Pumpkin Festival Committee  

 Christmas in Keene – December 9, 2017 – Hosted by Keene Lions Club & Keene United Church  

 150 photographs of OSM Township properties and historical buildings – throughout 2017 – 

Hosted by OSM Historical Society 

The Township is proud of the dedicated community support from local partner organizations such as the 

Keene Lions Club, OSM Historical Society, Keene United Church, Pumpkin and Celtic Festival Committees 

for their efforts to bring residents and visitors a wide range of events throughout the 2017 year. For more 

information on events being held in OSM Township, please visit www.osmtownship.ca  

“I encourage all Peterborough County residents to get aboard the Birthday Train and help us 

celebrate the 150th Birthday of the Confederation for this wonderful Country that we are so 

fortunate to call home.”-  Joe Taylor, Peterborough County Warden and Deputy Reeve OSM 

Township 

OSM Township is participating in Peterborough County’s Canada 150+ passport program, an invitation to 

explore the full Peterborough Region in 2017. Participants are encouraged to bring the passport to 

participating events to have it stamped. Once a minimum of five stamps are collected on each passport, 

participants have an opportunity to win one of three prizes. Visit www.ptbocounty.ca for more details. 

For further media related details, please contact Theresa Forson at (705) 295-6852 

tforson@osmtownship.ca  
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