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The following information is general in nature and is not to be con-

sidered as the only requirements for permit issuance.  There are a 

number of other aspects that must be considered, including, but not 

limited to, other municipal by-laws, the general provisions of the 

zoning by-laws, the specific zone provisions of the by-laws, the defi-

nitions of the by-laws as well as any applicable law that is governed 

by agencies other than the Municipality. 

 

This guide is provided for informational purposes only.  It is the responsibility of the 

owner, applicant, designer, and contractor to review the Ontario Building Code to en-

sure that all construction meets or exceeds the current requirements. 

Using This Guide 

WHEN YOU SEE THIS. THE INFORMATION IS IMPORTANT SO TAKE NOTE! 

 
It is unlawful to start construction without the necessary permits.  

If you start construction without the necessary permits, you may 

be ordered to stop work, ordered to remove work already done, or 

prosecuted.   All corresponding permit fees will be doubled. 
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General Permit Information 

Blow-Up Pool 

POOL TYPE DEFINITIONS 

In-Ground Pool 

Soft-Walled Pool 

Hard-Walled Pool 

Soft-Walled Blow-Up Pool 

IN-GROUND POOL 
 

Any pool that has been fully built into the ground where the pool edge is at the same 

level as finished grade. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOVE GROUND POOL 
 

 Any pool constructed on finished grade and will include the following types. 
 
Hard-Walled Pool 

Soft-Walled Pool 

Blow-Up Pool 

 
NOTE:  
 

Due to the non-permanent nature of this type of installation, the pool area is not included 

in the lot coverage calculations. 

With an in-ground type of installation, the pool area is included in to-

tal lot coverage and Accessory Structure lot coverage (15% for pools) 



 

5 

www.osmtownship.ca 

Zoning & Enclosure Requirements 

SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS **SAMPLE SITE PLAN PROVIDED AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE** 

ZONING REQUIREMENTS 

4.2.12. SWIMMING POOLS 
 

The provisions of Section 4.2.12 shall only apply to swimming pools that are regu-

lated by the Municipality’s regulatory by-law for such uses. 
 

Notwithstanding the yard provisions of this By-law to the contrary, an outdoor swim-

ming pool shall only be permitted in an interior side yard or a rear yard of a lot. 

Such outdoor swimming pool shall not be located within 1.2 metres (3.94 ft.) of the 

rear or interior side lot lines, and shall not be closer than 3.0 metres (9.84 ft.) to 

that portion of a rear lot line that adjoins a side lot line of an adjoining lot. 
 

Notwithstanding the above, an outdoor swimming pool shall be permitted in an ex-

terior side yard of a corner lot provided that such outdoor pool shall not be located 

closer than 3.0 metres (9.84 feet) from an exterior side lot line. 
 

No water circulating or water treatment equipment such as pumps, filters or heaters 

shall be located closer than 3.0 metres (9.84 feet) to any side lot line or rear lot 

line. 
 

The maximum area covered by an outdoor swimming pool shall not ex-

ceed 15 percent (15%) of the total lot area. 
 

General Provision Section 4.2.12. under By-law 2010-65 states the  

following:  

 

• Pool with dimensions 

• Proposed decking with dimensions (separate permit application required for deck-

ing) 

• Lot Lines  

• Setbacks to lot line; setbacks to water’s edge (Please contact the Building Depart-
ment for proper setbacks.) 

• Existing Structures with sizes (house, decks, garage, shed, etc.) and dimensions 

from each structure to pool 

• The location of pool in relation to septic system (A pool must be located a mini-

mum of 16’-0” from the septic bed and 5’-0” from the septic tank.) 

A SITE PLAN SHOWING THE FOLLOWING DETAILS IS REQUIRED 
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• Well locations 

• Proposed Fencing location 

• Road with road name 

• Location of Hydro Lines 

• North Symbol 

SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS CONT. 

NOTE 

Site plan may be hand drawn but must contain accurate information and dimensions. 

**SAMPLE SITE PLAN PROVIDED AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE** 

A privately owned outdoor swimming pool, while under construction, 

shall be enclosed with a temporary enclosure except where enclosure 

requirements are in place. 
 

A temporary enclosure must consist of a 1.2m (4’-0”) high plastic mesh fence, 

with a mesh of 1.5” or greater, with a steel T-bar post every 3.0m (9.84’) maxi-

mum and a 9 ga. Galvanized steel wire located at the top and bottom of such 

fence, or be constructed of material that will provide an equivalent degree of safety.  
 

Every pool must have an enclosure (Fencing) which extends from the ef-

fective grade level to a min. vertical height of: 
 

1.2m (3.94’) when pool is serving a detached, semi-detached, row house or multi-

ple family development of not more than four dwelling units 

1.83m (6’-0”) for a privately owned outdoor pool serving a multiple family devel-

opment containing more than four dwelling units or a commercial development, 

such as a hotel, motel, swimming pool sales display, or a club.  

Wall of building may form part of swimming pool enclosure provided that main en-

trance to the building is not located in such wall, and any service entrance located 

herein must have a self-closing door equipped with a self-latching device located 

not less than 1.5m (4.92’) above the bottom of the door. 

No attachments used for climbing are permitted on exterior face of a swimming 

pool enclosure between 4” and 5’-0” from the effective grade level. 

No swimming pool shall be located closer than 1.2m (3.94’) to any attachment 

used for climbing or any enclosure.  

All zoning Set-Backs must be complied with. 

 

FENCE REQUIREMENTS 
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WHAT IS 
• Have a mesh not greater than 38mm (2”) consisting of 12 ga. galvanized steel 

wire, or of 14 ga. steel wire covered with vinyl or other approved plastic which 

would yield a total thickness equivalent to 12 ga. wire; 

• Be supported by minimum 38mm (1 ½”) galvanized steel posts spaced not 

more than 3.0 m (9.84’) apart. Such posts must extend at least 0.9m (2.95’) 

below grade for a fence 1.2m. (4 ft.) high and 1.2 m. (3.94’) below grade for a 

fence 1.5m (4.92’) high; 

• Have top and bottom rails firmly fastened to the upright posts, made of minimum 

32mm (1 ¼”) galvanized steel pipe. (A galvanized steel tension rod 5mm may 

be substituted for the bottom rail.) 

A Fence which is to form a Swimming Pool Enclosure will consist of: 

FENCE REQUIREMENTS cont. 

1. Chain link construction 

2. Vertical board construction 

3. Other materials and construction that will provide an equivalent degree of safety 

1. Chain Link Fence will: 

NOTE:   
 

If a Hard Walled pool has a wall height of 1.2m (4’-0”) or greater, then the pool wall will 

be deemed the enclosure.  Typically a ladder is used to gain entry in the pool where there 

is no Deck.  These ladders must be stored away from the pool when not in use.  (A Deck 

requires a separate permit.  Be aware that deck blocks are not an accepted foundation.) 
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2. Vertical Board Fence will: 

• Have vertical boarding 25mm (1 in.) thick nominal attached to a top and bot-

tom rail in such a manner as to not facilitate climbing from the outside. Such 

vertical boards must not be less than 23 mm x 100 mm (1 in. x 4 in.) nomi-

nal and must be spaced not more than 38mm (1 ½ in.) apart; (good side of 

fence must face your neighbour) 

• Be supported by posts at least 100mm. x 100mm. (4”x 4”) nominal, spaced 

not more than 2.4 m ( 7.87’) apart. Such posts shall extend at least 0.9 m. 

(2.95’) into the ground for a 1.2m (3.94’) high fence and 1.2m (3.94’) into 

the ground for a 1.5m (4.92’) high fence and be securely embedded therein. 

The portion below grade shall be treated with an approved wood preservative or 

be of pressure treated wood; 

• Have top and bottom rails of at least 50mm x 100mm (2”x4”) 

 

FENCE REQUIREMENTS cont. 
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OTHER ACCEPTABLE FENCING OPTIONS BELOW: 
 

Certain restrictions and Conditions may apply to these options.  If you are consider-

ing a fencing option that is not listed under the `Fencing Requirements` section of 

this application, Contact Building Department to determine if these solutions will be 

accepted. 

Metal with Vertical Pickets  Horizontal Wood Boards  

FENCE REQUIREMENTS cont. 

FENCE RESTRICTIONS 

GATES AND ENTRANCES TO SWIMMING POOL AREA 

Fences must contain no barbed wire, electrical wiring, sharp projections, or danger-

ous attributes 

Be located no less than 4 feet from nearest inside welted surface of the swimming 

pool wall 

Must be of construction and height equivalent or greater than pool enclosure. 

Must be supported on substantial hinges. 

Must be self‐closing and self‐latching on top and inside. 

Must be equipped with a locking device. 

Entrances to pool must be secured as per township by‐law. 

FENCE REQUIREMENTS cont. 
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HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET A POOL ENCLOSURE PERMIT? 
 

Residential Permits will be processed within 12 (2 for completeness assessment and 

10 for permit issuance.) working days of receipt of a complete application which will 

include some or all of the following items:  

1. Permit Application Requirements 

2. Applicable Law such as, Peterborough County-City Health Unit Permit (Septic Sys-

tem) & Otonabee Region Conservation Authority, Development Permit, Develop-

ment Control Permit 

3. Completed Application  

FOR HOW LONG IS A POOL ENCLOSURE PERMIT IN EFFECT?  
 

Once a Building Permit has been issued, construction must be started within 6 

months of Building Permit issuance or the Permit may be revoked. Permits are valid 

for one year and must be renewed if the project is not completed in the one year 

time period. See Building Permit Fee Schedule attached for applicable fees.  

There will be an annual water fee of $108.20 charged to the 

homeowners who live in an area served by a municipal water 

source.  This fee is a local improvement charge and will be placed 

on the final tax bill.  This fee will only be discontinued if the pool 

is removed and inspected by the Chief Building Official 

ALL PERMIT FEES ARE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

IN-GROUND SWIMMING POOLS 
 

$21.15 per $1,000.00 of construction value 
 

ABOVE GROUND SWIMMING POOLS  
 

Includes: Hard Walled Pools, Blow Up Pools, and Soft Sided Pools 

$205.50 

 

Permit Fees 

Timing and Fees 
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Unless it can be proven unnecessary, all applications must be ap-

proved by Peterborough Public Health prior to submitting to the 

township o Otonabee South-Monaghan.  Peterborough Public 

Health will not issue an approval until their application fee is paid. 

 

 
It is unlawful to start construction without the necessary permits.  

If you start construction without the necessary permits, you may 

be ordered to stop work, ordered to remove work already done, or 

prosecuted.   All corresponding permit fees will be doubled. 
 

SEPTIC PERMIT:  PETERBOROUGH HEALTH 

Tel: 705-743-1000 Fax: 705-743-2897  

185 King Street, Peterborough - Kathleen Shepherd (between 8:30 and 9:30 a.m.)  

Others to Call 
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  For use by Principal Authority 

Permit number: Date received: 

Roll number: Date of Issue: 

  
  
  

Owner Information 

  Registered Property Owner(s): 

  Mailing Address: 

  City: Province: Postal Code: 

  Phone Cell: Email: 

Applicant Information (if authorized by the owner) 

  Name of Applicant: 

  Address: 

  City:   Province:   Postal Code: 

Phone:  Cell: Email: 

PLEASE ATTATCH A DETAILED SITE PLAN 

Address: 

  

Lot: Concession: 

Nearest Intersection(s): Existing Easements: 

Yes / no / unknown 

Registered Plan No.: Lot/Block No: 

Frontage: Depth: Area: 

NOTE:   

IF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS LARGE AND IRREGULAR SHAPED, AND CANNOT BE ACCURATELY IDENTIFIED BY A MUNICI-
PAL NUMBER OR A RECENT REGISTERED PLAN IS NOT AVAILABLE, A BOUNDARY SURVEY MAY BE REQUIRED. 

POOL PERMIT APPLICATION FORM 

NOTE:  

IF WALL HEIGHT OF POOL IS 48” OR HIGHER THE HARD WALL ACTS AS A POOL ENCLOSURE. ACCESS TO THE POOL 
MUST BE PROTECTED BY AN ENCLOSURE. FENCE REQUIRED IF WALLS LESS THAN 4FT HIGH 

Information 

  Type of Pool: 

  Size of Pool: (Length x Width)   

  Depth of Pool:  Shallow End Depth:  Deep End Depth: 

  Enclosure Type:   

  Construction Value($):   

  Pool Supplier / Contractor  
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 Information (If Applicable) 

Deck construction: Existing New No Deck 

Size of Deck:   Height above Grade 

Construction Value($):   

Type of Gate & Fencing 

Fence Description: (Material, Type, etc.)   

Gate(s) Description: (Material, Latch & 
Hinge Type, etc.) 

  

Fence Height:   

NOTE:  
DECKS OVER 108sqft IN AREA, GREATER THAN 24” ABOVE GRADE AND/OR ATTACHED TO AN-
OTHER STRUCTURE WILL REQUIRE A SEPARATE BUILDING PERMIT FOR CONSTRUCTION.  SEE 
BUILDING PERMIT PACKAGE FOR BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS. 

PLEASE REVIEW THE ATTACHED SITE PLAN SAMPLE FOR MORE DETAIL.  ATTACH A SEPARATE 
SITE PLAN WITH YOUR APPLICATION OR USE THE SPACE PROVIDED TO DRAW YOUR OWN.   
 
PLEASE ENSURE ALL DIMENSIONS ARE CORRECT.  SITE PLANS THAT ARE UNCLEAR OR DO NOT 
SHOW THE REQUIRED WILL BE RETURNED TO THE APPLICANT.  

Signature______________________________________ Date___________________________________________  

 
By signing this application, the applicant is accepting responsibility for removing ladders from the pool when the pool is 
not being used.  
I understand that there is a yearly $100.00 surcharge added to my taxes if I am on the municipal water system.  
 
 
 
Personal information contained in this form and schedules is collected under the authority of subsection 8(1.1) of the Building Code Act, 1992, and will be used in the 
administration and enforcement of the Building Code Act, 1992. Questions about the collection of personal information may be addressed to: a) the Chief Building 
Official of the municipality or upper-tier municipality to which this application is being made, or, b) the inspector having the powers and duties of a chief building official 
in relation to sewage systems or plumbing for an upper-tier municipality, board of health or conservation authority to whom this application is made, or, c) Director, 
Building and Development Branch, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 777 Bay St., 2nd Floor. Toronto, M5G 2E5 (416) 585-6666. 
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Site Plan Sample 

Add dimensions for all RED and BLUE dimension lines as appropriate. 

POOL 

WATER FRONT LOTS 
SET-BACKS TO THE 
HIGH-WATER MARK 

If septic system is located in the rear or side yards, show dimensions 

from tank and bed to the pool. 
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Draw your own site plan here. 



POOLS 

Do You Have Questions? 
 

If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this document,  

please contact the Township of Otonabee South-Monaghan Building Department 

for assistance. 

 
 


